
COLLEGE MERGERS AND THE KENTUCKY PROBLEM.

Eighteen months ago Louisville had five regular med-
ical colleges\p=m-\theHospital College of Medicine, the Ken-
tucky School of Medicine, the Kentucky University
Medical Department, the Louisville Medical College, and
the University of Louisville Medical Department. A
year ago the Kentucky University Medical Department
merged into the University of Louisville and a little
later the Louisville Medical College and the Hospital
College of Medicine merged under the name of the
Louisville and Hospital Medical College. Thus there
remained three colleges which have since1 merged, retain-
ing the name of the University of Louisville Medical De-
partment. In an effort to have the college thus formed
become the Medical Department of the Kentucky State
University, a conference was held July 17 in Lexington
with the trustees of the Kentucky State Univer-
sity.2 At this conference objection was made to
having a medical department in any city other
than the seat of the university. This is the same

difficulty which came up with the universities of·
California, Kansas, Maine, Nebraska, North Caro¬
lina and Indiana in establishing their medical de¬
partments, as well as in the establishment of a medical
department of Cornell University in New York City. In
California, Kansas, Maine, Nebraska and North Caro¬
lina the problem was solved by offering the first two
years of the medical course at the seat of the university
and the clinical years in the largest city in each state.
Cornell University adopted the plan of giving the work
of the first two years both at Ithaca and at New York
City, but all the clinical work was to be taken at the
latter place. Indiana University followed the Cornell
plan and the student may take the first two years either
at Bloomington or Indianapolis, but his clinical years
must be taken at Indianapolis. In all these mergers, the
results of which have been favorably reported, the ad¬
vantage of having the clinical work at the largest city
in the state seems to have more than offset the disad¬
vantage of having a part or all of the medical work in a

city other than the seat of the university.

CHOLERA IN THE VOLGA VALLEY.

A recent press report of the outbreak of cholera in-
volving the valley of the Volga from Nijni Novgorod to
the mouth of the river, indicates the vast progress made
during recent years in the care of the public health.
We learn that isolation hospitals have been established
along the river, and a floating hospital and inspection
steamers are commissioned. The local quarantine
method will not be adopted, but isolation of patients,
attendants, contacts and suspects will replace it. Meas-
ures such as these, as we found in the last New Orleans
yellow fever epidemic, are calculated to allay rather than
to excite panic\p=m-\and panic itself, by depressing the
vitality, becomes a predisposing cause, thus tending to
increase the epidemic in both extent and severity. It is
not surprising to learn that with such enlightened meas-

1. The Journal A. M. A., Aug. 8, p. 506.
2. The Journal A. M. A., July 25, p. 325

ures, even the superstitious Russian peasantry, who on
former occasions, by their hostility toward the medical
officers, have added to the natural difficulties attendant
on an epidemic, are now learning to cooperate with the
authorities.

Medical News

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Tuberculosis Camp.\p=m-\An open-air tuberculosis camp was

opened by the American Red Cross Society on the grounds of
the new Tuberculosis Hospital, August 8. The camp is well
equipped and is in charge of the Visiting Nurses' Society.

Postage on Medicine.\p=m-\By a decision of the postmaster
general, packages of medicine bearing written directions for
taking are subject to the first-class rate of postage on the
ground that written directions are not permissible additions
to fourth-class mail matter under the law.

Health Report.\p=m-\The weekly health and mortality record
for the week ended August 1 shows that there were 116
deaths, of which 61 were white and 55 colored. Of the 119
births, 77 were white and 42 colored. The number of cases
of measles decreased from 103 to 56, and those of chicken-poxfrom 163 to 34. Typhoid fever shows an increase, there being33 new cases and 6 deaths.

New Assembly Hall.\p=m-\Work has been commenced on a new
assembly hall at the Government Hospital for the Insane.
The building is designed to provide modern facilities for
theatrical productions and other entertainments and to afford
proper quarters for religious worship. The building will be
completed about June 1, 1900, at an approximate cost of
$06,000. The seating capacity of the amusement hall will be
1,000.

New Hospital Opened.—The Municipal Tuberculosis Hos¬
pital at Fourteenth and Varnum Streets, N.-W., Washington,
was opened June 27 by a public reception. Dr. Percy G. Smith,superintendent of the hospital, headed the reception commit¬
tee. The hospital has cost about $100,000 and will accommo¬
date 120 patients. An innovation in tuberculosis hospitalconstruction in this institution is the idea suggested by Dr.
George M. Kober of putting the open wards on the upper storyinstead of grouping them round the base of the building.

ILLINOIS.
Hospital Dedicated.—The new St. James Hospital, Pontiac,

erected at a cost of about $100,000, was dedicated July 19
with appropriate ceremonies.

Tuberculosis Infirmary Plans Approved.—The plans for the
tuberculosis infirmary on the grounds of Cook County Hospi¬
tal have been approved by the county board. The building is
to be 158x124 feet, five stories in heisht for the main building
and four stories in height for the wings. The top floor of the
former and the roofs of the latter are to form sun parlors and
exercising grounds for the patients. The building is estimated
to cost $300,000, and will accommodate 320 patients.

Tuberculosis Exposition.—The Peoria Society for the Pre¬
vention of Tuberculosis, with the aid of the national society,
held a tuberculosis exposition at Peoria, July 27 to August 6,
inclusive, at which there was an average attendance of nearly
700 a day. Each evening lectures were given and lantern
slides shown. Among the interesting features were maps
showing the location of each death from tuberculosis for the
last 15 years, and daily exhibits showing the amount of tuber¬
culous meat condemned at the local slaughter-houses by gov¬
ernment inspectors. Dr. Sumner M. Miller is president of the
society, and Dr. Jay H. Bacon, secretary.

Chicago.
Free from Smallpox.—For the first time this year the Isola¬

tion Hospital is reported as having no tenant, and it is now

undergoing a thorough disinfection.
Children of the Poor Healthy.—It is reported that out of

10.586 children examined by the 78 medical inspectors of the
health department since July 20 only 281 were found to be ill.

Communicable Diseases.—During the week ended August 8,
264 cases of communicable disease were reported, distributed
as follows: Diphtheria, 51; scarlet fever, 40; measles, 15;
chickenpox, 10; typhoid fever, 76; whooping cough, 40; pneu-

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Iowa User  on 06/19/2015


